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The “Who Can I Blame?” Spread 
by Dennis McGuire 

 

At a recent Tarot Salon, it was lightheartedly suggested that we could use a spread that 
says who can be blamed when a problem arises.  No, they probably didn’t cause the 
problem, but they can be blamed.  After all, it wasn’t my fault, was it?  So somebody 
else must be to blame. 

In the same lighthearted vein, I offer this spread as a way to lay blame elsewhere.  It 
should be fun for all-night parties but is guaranteed to not solve anybody’s problems!  
Don’t use it for a client that truly seeks guidance. 

The “Who Can I Blame” Spread 

This is an 8-card spread with the first card identifying the problem—possibly giving you 
a focus on how to shift the blame—and the second card crossing it, as in the Celtic 
Cross spread.  That second card adds information about the issue and may contradict 
or obstruct that first card.  The other six cards identify who or what can be blamed and 
are laid out like the petals of a flower or the face of a clock.  If you read reversals, note 
that “down” is toward the center of the circle. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The 6 “objects to blame” are: 

 Card 3 (12:00 on a clock face):  The Stars; the outcome was foreordained 
 Card 4 (10:00):  Management 
 Card 5 (2:00):  Your opponent 
 Card 6 (8:00):  The computer 
 Card 7 (4:00):  The government 
 Card 8 (6:00):  Nobody; it was just random chance. 

Flexibility is essential in clarifying the objects to blame.  For instance, “management” 
might be a supervisor in a work setting, the coach for an athlete, or the matriarch of a 
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family, depending on the context.  An “opponent” could be an athletic team, a back-
stabbing co-worker or a business competitor. 

A Test Reading, Finding the Best Way to Lay Blame Elsewhere 

To test out the spread, I made up a completely hypothetical problem:  Let’s say that I 
was the candidate of a major political party for U.S. President in 2020.  Obviously I lost 
the election since I’m not president now, so who can I blame for the outcome?  I used 
the Deviant Moon deck for this test; keywords and phrases are from the Deviant Moon’s 
Little White Book.  Here are the cards that I drew: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Card 1:  The Wheel of Fortune.  This card is the only Major in the spread, and points to 
the underlying uncertainty around every election.  However, card 2 overrules this card. 

Card 2:  The Ace of Pentacles, crosses and negates the randomness of card 1 and 
emphasizes my perfection, material and spiritual balance and my will to succeed.  
Clearly I had what it takes to win the election and the loss cannot be my fault! 

Card 3, The Stars:  The Page of Swords (R).  For an election, surveys are used to 
predict the future, not astrology, so “the stars” means “surveys.”  The reversed Page 
points to deceit, lies and false friends.  I can blame surveys for giving false information 
and misleading everyone.  Unreliable allies made the situation worse.  With good 
information, I would have won the election. 

Card 4, Management:  The Ace of Cups.  In this context, Management means the “good 
ol’ boys and girls” who run my political party.  They clearly focused too much on 
abundant pleasure and beautiful situations in their lives.  If they had focused on the 
election instead of their personal desires, the outcome could have been different. 
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Card 5, My Opponent, the 5 of Pentacles.  This “woman of ill repute” is looking for a 
hiding place and hopes to find refuge in a church.  She is impoverished, a lost soul.  
This card points out that I didn’t lose because of something my opponent did, but 
because they successfully hid their personal flaws.  Their deceit lasted long enough for 
them to steal the election. 

Card 6, The Computer, 4 of Wands.  For an election, “computer” means the voting 
machines and the process of counting votes.  In this card, a married couple holds hands 
while going home.  But wait!  There isn’t supposed to be a partnership of any kind in 
vote-counting, much less a marriage.  This couple must point to a fraudulent 
interference of someone (my opponent, certainly!) with vote-counting.  What should 
have been an independent process has been compromised to steal the election from 
me.  Cards 5 and 6 combine to show that my opponent of ill repute and their supporters 
are definitely to blame for fraudulent vote-counting. 

Card 7, The Government, 9 of Pentacles (R).  This reversed card refers to loss of 
possessions and theft of one’s belongings.  It means that the government—the 
organization overseeing the election—was also involved in the theft of the election.  It’s 
looking more and more like the key to blaming someone else is to go after the voting 
machines, the vote counters and the people who set the rules for who can vote.   

Card 8:  Nobody/Random Chance:  King of Swords (R).  When reversed, this card talks 
about brutality, unfair judges and selfishness.  Clearly the loss was not random at all, 
but was tied to the selfishness shown in card 4 (management) and the unfair “judge” in 
the voting process (cards 6 and 7, the computer and the government).. 

 

In short, I can claim the election was stolen from me because somebody tampered with 
the voting machines, interfered with vote counting, and allowed people to vote who 
should not voted.  It was made worse by the uncaring good ol’ folks running the party 
and by misleading data from surveys.  There is no way that my loss was my own fault; 
I’m much too perfect and balanced to be the cause.  That’s how I’ll spread the blame!  
And you know what?  I bet a lot of people will even believe this story! 

 

Back to Reality 

This spread was designed as a lighthearted diversion, not to be taken seriously.  Do 
notice that, regarding the actual 2020 election, a number of statements in the example 
are unrealistic, are contradicted by historical fact or are just plain impossible.  This is to 
be expected when trying to blame somebody else for an outcome for which they are not 
responsible.  If someone does use this spread to try to blame another party for an 
outcome, they should expect the blaming strategy will need to be surrounded by lies, 
deceptions and other misdeeds—and tarot won’t be needed because it isn’t very good 
at helping people tell lies.  They should skip the tarot and stick with their own 
deceptions. 

On the other hand, this spread could be great fun at as a fantasy-driven parlor game  :-) 

 


